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KARACHAGANAK OIL AND GAS FIELD THREATENS HEALTH OF CITIZENS:
2003 VILLAGE HEALTH SURVEY RESULTS

In spring 2003, Svetlana Anosova, leader of the Berezovka initiative group, and her partners

conducted a house-to-house environmental survey of the village’s nearly 400 homes, and discovered

that 45% of Berezovka’s population is chronically ill.  Crude Accountability and the Environmental

Health Network trained the villagers in community methodologies for collecting environmental

health data, utilized by specialists in the United States for the past twenty years. According to

environmental health specialists, Linda King and Dr. Janette Sherman, many of the villagers’ severe

health problems are consistent with exposure to toxic chemicals, including hydrogen sulfide, carbon

monoxide and other by-products of petroleum extraction and processing.  More detailed information

on the results of the house-to-house survey is charted below, with adult health statistics followed by

information on youth illnesses.

Health Ailments Among Adult Population of Berezokva, Kazakhstan 
(Total Adult Population Approximately 886 People)

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Ailments

N
um

be
r 

of
  R

es
po

nd
en

ts

688 599 423 423 413 401 375 308 260

Memory 
loss

Muscular-
Skeletal 

Problems

Significant 
Hair Loss Teeth Loss Vision Loss

Cardio-
Vascular 
Problems

Gastroen-
terological 
Problems

Respiratory 
Illness

Skin 
Ailments 

(rashes, etc.)

(Continued)



P.O. Box 2345, Alexandria, VA 22301, 703.299.0854
www.crudeaccountability.org

2

Youth Illness in Berezovka
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